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The following is an abbreviated list of topics and discussions that may be relevant to your crew as you prepare
to participate in the National Utility Contractor Association’ s Stand Down for Safety. This information is
provided for general illustrative purposes and is not meant to be considered advice, counsel or authoritative.
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prepare to participate in the National Utility Contractor Association’s (NUCA) for Trench Safety Stand Down.
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The following is an abbreviated list of topics and discussions that may be relevant to your crew as you
prepare to participate in the National Utility Contractor Association’s (NUCA) for Trench Safety Stand Down.

This information is provided for general illustrative purposes and is not meant to be considered advice, counsel or authoritative.
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F. Warning System for Mobile Equipment:

Excavators or trucks that fall into an excavation present a real nightmare!  
1. Operating equipment in the vicinity of an excavation presents a hazard to employees in the     

excavation and to employees around the excavation.  
2. Use hand signals or stop logs from keeping equipment from getting too close to the     

edge of excavations.

  
H. Protection from Hazards Associated with Water Accumulation:  

1. Hazards from water accumulation include slips, trips, falls, and drowning.  
2. Accumulating water presents soil stability problems which may require special shoring  

or shield systems.  
3. Competent person monitoring is required if pumps are used to remove water.  

I. Stability of Adjacent Structures:
Expect the unexpected; if it’s adjacent to the excavation, it needs our attention.  

1. Employees must be protected from structures in the adjacent area that can fall  
into an excavation (e.g. sidewalks, pavement, roads, sign bases, buildings).  

2. Special shoring or underpinning may be required to stabilize adjacent structure.  
3. In some cases engineering expertise may be required to ensure employee safety  

(and the protection of the asset in the adjacent area).
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B. Protection is needed if the excavation is 5’ or deeper and also needed if less than 5’ and the
          competent person determines that protection is required to  keep employees safe.

C. All shoring must be installed and removed from outside of the trench.

D. Shoring Installation and Placement is Determined by:
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